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Exchange of views with Thierry Breton, Commissioner 

for Internal Market  

On 15 April, IMCO 

will hold an 

exchange of views 

with Commissioner 

Breton as part of the 

Structured Dialogue. 

Discussion will focus 

in particular on the 

implementation of 

the Commission 

Work Programme 2021, the general state of play of legislation in the 

field of competence of Commissioner Breton and the follow-up to the 

commitments made during his hearing. The Commissioner is 

expected to present the Commission’s work on the upcoming 

legislative files, as announced in the Commission Work Programme 

2021. Revision of the Machinery Directive, Construction Products 

Regulation and Product Liability Directive figure among the upcoming 

legislative proposals, as well as a Data Act following the Commission’s 

Communication on a European strategy for data of 2019. Last but not 

least, a long awaited initiative proposing the introduction of a 

common charging solution for mobile devices is also expected. 

Presentation of JRC Technical report: Results of an EU 

wide comparison of quality related characteristics of 

branded food products  

On 14 April, the Joint 

Research Centre (JRC) will 

present its latest report on 

dual quality of food 

products. This time it will 

present the results of the 

second part of the study on 

an EU-wide quality 

comparison of food 

products marketed under the same branding. The first part of the 

study, published in 2019, focused on differences in composition of 

food products and found differences not immediately apparent from 

the front-of-pack information, but visible from the ingredients. The 

aim of the second part of the study was to find out if these 

compositional differences could be perceived by human senses. The 

findings do not alter what the first part of the study found: differences 

in food products do not follow a geographical pattern. At the same 

time, the results of the study demonstrate that sensory differences 

are clearly noticeable, where there are large differences in product 

composition. 

Presentation of the Commission's Report on the application of Directive (EU) 2015/2302 on package travel and 

linked travel arrangements  

On 14 April, the Commission will present the report on the application of the Package Travel 

Directive. It follows a first report published in June 2019 focusing only on the provisions applying to 

online bookings made at different points of sale (‘click-through’ bookings) and provides an overview 

of the main elements of the directive. The report looks at the challenges faced during the 

transposition period and the first years of application of the directive and refers in particular to rules 

on insolvency protection and problems created for travellers and travel operators due to the Thomas 

Cook bankruptcy and the Covid-19 pandemic. It acknowledges that the abovementioned issues and 

their practical consequences require further analysis and that the full impact of the Covid-19 crisis 

on the sector and the level of consumer protection should be further evaluated. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2021-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2021-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/642340/IPOL_BRI(2019)642340_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191112IPR66319/hearing-of-commissioner-designate-thierry-breton
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_3332
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_3332
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1301
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0090&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0090&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/live_work_travel_in_the_eu/consumers/documents/com_2019_270_f1_report_from_commission_en.pdf


 2 

N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
(  14  -  15 APRIL  2021) 

Watch the committee meeting live 

Shaping the digital future of Europe: removing barriers 

to the functioning of the digital single market and 

improving the use of AI for European consumer 

 On 14 April, IMCO will vote on the 

draft report by Ms Deidre Clune 

(EPP) on shaping the digital future 

of Europe. 41 compromise 

amendments have been 

elaborated by the Rapporteur and 

Shadow Rapporteurs in 

collaboration with the associated 

committees ITRE, JURI, LIBE, CULT, INTA and TRAN. The compromises 

address issues such as the need to remove barriers to the functioning 

of the internal market, particularly for SMEs, to ensure protection of 

consumers and businesses in the digital environment, to set up the 

base for the EU to become a world leader in digital innovation, and to 

make sure that new technologies, data and AI are key enablers of the 

transition to a circular economy. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Deirdre Clune (EPP) 

  A Farm to Fork Strategy for a fair, healthy and 

environmentally friendly food system 

On 14 April, IMCO will vote on the 

draft opinion by Mr Claude 

Gruffat (Greens/EFA) to 

ENVI/AGRI on a Farm to Fork 

Strategy for a fair, healthy and 

environmentally friendly food 

system. Ten overarching 

compromise amendments have been elaborated by the Rapporteur 

and Shadows, addressing most of aspects covered in the draft 

opinion, such as the changes needed throughout the food supply 

chain to establish a more sustainable, healthy and resilient food 

system for the benefit of EU consumers, the promotion of healthy and 

sustainable diets, consumer information and product labelling, 

cooperation in the food sector and more effective measures against 

fraud and misleading claims.  

   DRAFTSPERSON: Claude Gruffat (Greens/EFA) 

European Union regulatory fitness and subsidiarity and 

proportionality - report on Better Law Making covering 

the years 2017, 2018 and 2019 

On 14 April, IMCO will also vote 

on the draft opinion by Ms 

Barbara Thaler (EPP) to JURI on 

EU regulatory fitness and 

subsidiarity and proportionality - 

report on Better Law Making 

2017-2019. Nine compromise 

amendments have been elaborated by the Rapporteur and Shadow 

Rapporteurs, addressing most of aspects covered in the draft opinion, 

such as the importance of impact assessments, reduction of 

unnecessary burden, digitalisation and stakeholder dialogues 

including experts. In addition, the compromises also emphasize on 

the role of SMEs and consumer protection in better law making.  

DRAFTSPERSON: Barbara Thaler (EPP) 

Establishing, as part of the Integrated Border 

Management Fund, the instrument for financial 

support for customs control equipment  

On 14 April, IMCO will vote on the 

provisional agreement resulting 

from the interinstitutional 

negotiations on the MFF 

Instrument for financial support 

for customs control equipment 

(CCEI). The second and conclusive 

trilogue took place on 16 March 2021, for which the rapporteur Mr 

Jiří Pospíšil (EPP) reported back in the committee on 17 March. The 

provisional political agreement reached between the co-legislators 

will help Member States purchase, maintain and replace necessary 

customs control equipment. Moreover, the provisional agreement 

aims at securing that the equipment financed under the Instrument 

is used primarily for customs control. It may also be used for 

additional purposes, but such usage should remain secondary and 

transparent. It was also agreed that the Instrument will enter into 

force as a matter of urgency and that it will apply retroactively. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Jiří Pospíšil (EPP)  

2020 Budget - Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 

As in the previous years, IMCO will vote on whether to endorse three proposals for Pilot 

Projects and Preparatory Actions (PP-PAs) tabled by Members. Pilot projects are 

experimental initiatives designed to test the feasibility of future EU actions or projects, 

whereas Preparatory Actions normally follow on from successful Pilot Projects and are 

designed to better prepare future EU actions or projects. Proposals endorsed by IMCO 

will be submitted to BUDG, and then submitted further to the Commission for pre-

assessment. The Commission’s assessment of proposed PP-PAs can be expected by the 

end of June. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
https://www.eppgroup.eu/about-us/members/deirdre-clune
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/204420/CLAUDE_GRUFFAT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197667/BARBARA_THALER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125706/JIRI_POSPISIL/home
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
( 1 7  -  1 8  M A R C H  2 0 2 1 )  

 

Exchange of views with Didier Reynders, Commissioner for Justice 

On 17 March, IMCO held an exchange of views with Commissioner for Justice Mr Didier Reynders. The Commissioner 

updated IMCO Members on the priorities of EU consumer policy, notably in the area of the green and digital transitions 

as announced in the New Consumer Agenda adopted in November 2020. The Commissioner also informed Members 

about the ongoing work on consumer protection in the COVID-19 pandemic. The discussion with Members focused on 

the consumer credit initiative and the need to tackle imports of unsafe products sold online, ensuring synergies 

between the Digital Services Act and product safety policy. Finally, Members inquired as to future policy options on 

tackling planned obsolescence, durability labelling, greenwashing and the right to repair. 

Regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries, 

repealing Directive 2006/66/EC and amending 

Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020 

On 17 March 2021, the 

Commission presented  the 

proposal for a Regulation on 

batteries and waste batteries  

(Rapporteur Mr Antonius 

Manders - EPP). The 

Commission underlined that the 

proposal aims to strengthen the 

functioning of the internal 

market for batteries by 

addressing the market 

fragmentations and information failures currently experienced in the 

EU. Members welcomed the proposal, sharing the approach of the 

Commission to establish a fully harmonised framework from sourcing 

to reuse of these products, to ensure that only safe and sustainable 

goods circulate in the Union, to enhance the information available to 

consumers and to achieve a level playing field for companies that 

respect the rules. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Antonius Manders (EPP) 

Serious cross-border threats to health 

 

On 17 March, IMCO 

considered the draft 

legislative opinion by 

Mr Rasmus Andresen 

(Greens/EFA) to ENVI 

on serious cross-

border threats to 

health. The 

Rapporteur 

highlighted the need 

for genuine 

cooperation and transparency in joint procurement of medical 

countermeasures, and suggested an exclusivity clause that would 

require countries participating in the joint procurement not to 

negotiate parallel agreements. In addition, Shadow Rapporteurs 

suggested that the opinion should focus on measures to achieve free 

movement of goods during crises, with priority lanes for medical 

equipment, as well as that high-cost medicines or medical devices 

should be included in the joint procurement. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Rasmus Andresen (Greens/EFA) 

O T H E R  N E W S  

Next IMCO Committee meetings:  

  Wednesday, 26 May, 13.45-16.15 and 16.45-18.45  

  Thursday, 27 May, 09.30-11.30 and 11.30-12.30 (Coordinators) 
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